CHAPTER XXXIV

COMMAND  SOUTH  ATLANTIC  SQUADRON
1899-1901

NOTWITHSTANDING the communication from Mr. Long, the
Senate of the United States did not confirm the promotions as
sent in, giving precedence to Admiral Sampson. This was
clearly and distinctly a vindication of the commander of the
Second Squadron, whose friends had insisted that, if Ms conduct
on July 3,1898, had been such as to justify his advancement and
promotion for "eminent and conspicuous conduct in battle/'
as had been done by the President, he deserved equally to hold
his original place on the navy list. Furthermore, they con-
tended that, to advance over him an officer who had not shared
the dangers of that day, or who had not contributed one single
blow to achieve that great victory, would in effect degrade the
officer who had been recommended for promotion because of his
conspicuous conduct in the battle. These friends maintained,
still further, that to advance another over the head of the com-
mander of the Second Squadron, when it had been admitted that
his conduct had been so conspicuous in battle, would be unfair,
and that he ought of right to maintain his place in the navy, as
he had held it for forty-two years, as the senior in rank to Bear
Admiral Sampson, and that he should not be forced to surrender
it to any officer, however able he might have been, who was not
even in signal distance of any ship of the squadron while the bat-
tle was in progress.

"Whatever the reasons may have been which influenced the
action of the Senate on these nominations as submitted, the advice
and consent of that body was withheld and the specious sophis-
tries of Mr. Long were disregarded.

In the meanwhile Congress had passed a bill known at the
time as the Personnel Bill, wherein certain rearrangements in the
grades of officers were authorized. It abolished the time-honored
grade of commodore and merged those officers holding that grade
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